The modal assurance criterion (MAC) and normalized cross-orthogonality (NCO) check are widely used to assess the correlation between the experimentally determined modes and the finite element model (FEM) predictions of mechanical systems. Here, their effectiveness in the correlation of FEM of two types of multi-physics systems, namely, viscoelastic damped systems and a shunted piezoelectric system are investigated using the dynamic characteristics obtained from a nominal FEM, that are considered as the 'true' or experimental characteristics and those obtained from the inaccurate FEMs. The usefulness of the MAC and NCO check in the prediction of the overall loss factor of the viscoelastic damped system, which is an important design tool for such systems, is assessed and it is observed that these correlation methods fail to properly predict the damping characteristics, along with the responses under base excitation. Hence, base force assurance criterion (BFAC) is applied by comparing the 'true' dynamic force at the base and inaccurate FEM predicted force such that the criterion can indicate the possible error in the acceleration and loss factor. The effect of temperature as an uncertainty on the MAC and NCO check is also studied using two viscoelastic systems. The usefulness of MAC for the correlation of a second multi-physics FEM that consists of a shunted piezoelectric damped system is also analyzed under harmonic excitation. It has been observed that MAC has limited use in the correlation and hence, a new correlation method -current assurance criterion -based on the electric current is introduced and it is demonstrated that this criterion correlates the dynamic characteristics of the piezoelectric system better than the MAC.
supplied by an external organization. A specific correlation method for the subsystems will help to suitably assess the system before it is integrated into the main structure. Here, the correlations of FEMs of viscoelastic and shunted systems are assessed using common and simple configurations. However, the concept can be adapted to more complex systems.
Viscoelastic materials have been effectively used to reduce the vibration response of light weight structures such as spacecraft, reaction wheel assemblies, and airplane fuselages [6] . These materials can also be used to increase the damping in plates and sandwich structure and this passive damping method is easy to implement and more economical than active damping techniques [7] . For example, in spacecraft structure, thin aluminium plates embedded with viscoelastic materials can be used to mount small antennae such as telemetry and tele-command patch antennae or micro strip antennae. Honeycomb sandwich panels have widespread use in aerospace structures to form equipment mounting decks and solar panels. These panels are generally larger in dimension than the thin plates mentioned previously along with higher load bearing capability. The capability of viscoelastic material to exhibit properties of both a viscous fluid and an elastic solid is effectively used to absorb the vibration energy and thereby reduce the structural responses. The amount of viscous or elastic behavior depends primarily on the temperature of the system and the frequency or the rate of loading. The effectiveness of the damping of such systems is generally assessed using the modal loss factor of a specified mode of interest. A modal loss factor is the ratio of the total energy dissipated per cycle to the maximum amount of energy stored during the cycle [8] .
The accurate determination of the loss factor is an important step in the design of damped structural systems using viscoelastic material. The pioneering work to determine the loss factor of assemblies consisting of viscoelastic elements using an energy method was performed by Ungar and Kerwin [9] . FEMs have been effectively utilized to analyze the viscoelastic damping in practical systems by many researchers [6, [10] [11] [12] . Among these methods, the modal strain energy (MSE) [11] method is widely used to determine the loss factor of constrained viscoelastic systems using a commercial finite element program. Here, the MSE method is used to determine the loss factor of two viscoelastic damped systems, namely, a simply supported sandwich plate and a honeycomb sandwich panel constrained at the hold down locations. The first model, Configuration A, simulates a small antenna support structure whereas the second model, Configuration B, simulates the solar panel of a spacecraft along with the hold down locations that are used to assemble the panel to the spacecraft during launch.
The second type of subsystem considered in this study consists of a piezoelectric patch connected with an electric shunt circuit and then bonded to the host structure for vibration damping [13] [14] [15] . This system is identified as Configuration C. The relevance of these assemblies is that they are mainly used to control the dynamics of the system in which they are embedded. The electro-elastic systems have been analyzed by different researchers [16] [17] [18] and Tzou and Ye [19] used the variational principle to define the piezo-thermoelastic finite elements. The FEM which consists of structural and nonstructural dofs (coupled FEM) has been effectively used for the analysis of piezoelectric systems [20] [21] [22] [23] and a commercially available software such as ANSYS [24] provides a convenient way to model more complex and practical systems.
The MAC and NCO check are the most commonly employed correlation tools for validating the conventional structural FEMs [25, 26] . In this work, the usefulness of these standard methods to correlate the FEMs of the viscoelastic systems is assessed by studying the relationship between the analytical prediction of modal loss factor and these correlation indices. Two different systems are analyzed to consider the various modeling inaccuracies such as boundary conditions, material properties, and hinge stiffness (in the honeycomb sandwich panel). The characteristics of the system determined from the original/nominal FEMs are considered as the experimental or 'true' parameters and those obtained by FEMs with modeling inaccuracies are considered as analytical parameters. The effect of damping on the MAC is analyzed using the complex modes of the system. The recently introduced base force assurance criterion (BFAC) [27] is applied to correlate the viscoelastic systems. Also the effect of temperature on the MAC and NCO is studied using the viscoelastic systems. In addition, the usefulness of the MAC for the correlation of a FEM of a piezoelectric system connected with a shunt electric circuit is analyzed whilst it is subjected to harmonic excitation. A new correlation method called the current assurance criterion (CAC) is defined using the frequency-dependent current in the electric circuit to correlate the shunted piezoelectric system.
Theoretical background

Determination of the loss factor for structural system
The modal loss factor for the constrained layer damping system can be calculated using the undamped modes and the material loss factor for each constituent material [11] . In the constrained layer damped system, viscoelastic layers are placed between the stiff face sheets. Generally, the face sheet material will have an exceedingly low loss factor compared with the viscoelastic core. Hence, the modal loss factor η r for each mode r is approximated as [11] 
where η v denotes the loss factor of the core at the resonance frequency of mode r, V r v and V r T are the elastic strain energy of the viscoelastic material alone and the strain energy of the total system during the mode r. Generally, the ratio, η r =η v , can be directly obtained from the FEM results as the ratio of the modal strain energy of the core to the total elastic strain energy. In this study, 3M viscoelastic materials are considered for the damping layers and η v is taken as 1.0 at 30 1C for the core in the desired frequency range [28] . Although this modal strain energy method computes the loss factor from the undamped normal modes, it gives a reasonably good approximation of the damping and leads to an easy way of designing the damping system. However, the frequency-dependent material properties of the core need some approximation to accommodate this method. The derivation of Eq. (1) is shown in Appendix A.
Electro-elastic system
Piezoelectric materials are used in structural vibration control and in transducer technology. A closed form solution to find the coupled effect of the electrical and structural behavior is limited to a simple configuration as the equations of piezoelectricity are quite complex. Hence, Allik and Hughes [17] proposed a general method for electro-elastic analysis by incorporating the piezoelectric effect in the finite element formulation as described below. For a linear material behavior, the constitutive equations for a piezoelectric crystal can be written as
where r denotes the stress tensor, C is the elastic stiffness tensor evaluated at a constant electric field, ε is mechanical strain, P is the piezoelectric tensor, e is the electric field, d is the electric displacement vector, and D is the dielectric tensor evaluated at constant mechanical strain. Then using the variational principle for the electro-mechanical system, two equilibrium equations for nodal displacement, x i , and electric potential, v i , can be written as
Here, € x represents the acceleration, and the details of other individual terms in the equilibrium equations are given in Appendix B. The system level equation can be formed by the nodal addition of elemental contributions. The assembled equation for the complete system with damping can be written in the matrix form as
where C xx is the mechanical damping matrix, f T and q T are the total applied force and charge, respectively. It should be noted that all the nodes on one electrode surface of the piezoelectric patch will have identical potential. This indicates that there is a single potential degree of freedom (dof) per electrode of piezoelectric patch.
Free vibration analysis
A piezoelectric patch can be configured either in an open circuit or in a closed circuit form. The open circuit configuration is also known as the sensor configuration and the potential difference between the electrodes depends on the mechanical load acting on the system. Let the harmonic displacement and electric potential be given by [13] x ¼ x 0 e iωt (7) (8) where ω is the circular frequency and t represents the time. For harmonic motion, Eq. (6) can be re-written for the undamped free vibration analysis as
The lower part of this equation gives
Substituting the value of electric potential into the upper part of Eq. (9) yields
This is the equation of the generalized eigenvalue problem. Here, ω o is the modal frequency of the open circuit configuration and ϕ o is the corresponding mode shape. In the case of a short circuit configuration, v o is zero, hence the eigenvalue equation reduces to
where ω s is the modal frequency of the closed circuit configuration and ϕ s is the corresponding mode shape.
Response analysis of the piezoelectric structure under harmonic excitation
The response of the system under harmonic excitation can be computed by solving the time-dependent equation of motion given in Eq. (6) . Due to the presence of damping, there will be a phase shift. Hence, the displacement and electric field can be expressed as [14] xðtÞ ¼ xe
where Ω represents the forcing frequency and φ 1 and φ 2 denote the phase shift. Similarly, the applied force and charge are represented by
where φ 3 and φ 4 denote the phase shift. Incorporating Eqs. (13)- (16) into Eq. (6) gives
It can be noted that when the natural frequency of the structure hosting the piezoelectric system coincides with the forcing frequency, this leads to the peak harmonic response.
Analysis of the piezoelectric structure connected with an electric shunt circuit
To have compatibility between the piezoelectric formulation and the standard electric circuit equation, the latter generally follows Kirchoff's current law; the electric charge balance at each node is enforced [20] . Thus, the circuit elements, namely, capacitor (C), resistor (R) and inductor (L) were represented by an equivalent capacitance matrix form. For a harmonic analysis, the capacitor is represented by the equation [14, 29] :
A resistor is expressed for a harmonic analysis as
and an inductor by
where v 1 and v 2 are the electric potential dofs at the nodes where these circuit elements are connected. It is worth mentioning that these equations can be readily added to Eq. (6) to couple the electric circuit effect to the piezoelectric structure.
3. Configuration and modeling of multi-physics systems
Viscoelastic systems
To study the correlation of FEMs containing viscoelastic materials, two systems -Configuration A and Configuration Bhave been modeled in Nastran [30] . Configuration A consists of a sandwich plate with a length of 0.3 m and width of 0.2 m. The FEM and the cross sectional details in millimeters (mm) are shown in Fig. 1 and this represents a small antenna support structure of a spacecraft. The second system (Configuration B) represents a typical solar panel of a spacecraft. The FEM, the axis system and the cross sectional details are given in Fig. 2 . In Configuration A, the viscoelastic core is constrained between the two identical aluminium face sheets and this has been modeled using a single layer of eight node hexagonal elements (HEX), whereas the face sheets were modeled using four nodes quadrilateral shell elements (QUAD4) of Nastran [11] . The properties of different materials used in the FEM are given in Table 1 [11, 28] . For the viscoelastic material, the 3M viscoelastic polymer properties at 30 1C and 50 Hz have been considered for the analysis of the sandwich plate. The frequency at which the material properties were taken is the average frequency of the two target modes of the system (described in Section 4.1). As the viscoelastic properties at all frequencies are not available, estimated values using Ref. [28] are shown in Table 1 .
A simply supported boundary condition along the edges of the entire system has been applied and these constrained dofs were rigidly connected together to a single node located at the base [0.15, 0.1, À0.02]. This base node is located directly below the diagonal intersection of the bottom face sheet as the nodes on the lower face sheet are located at z¼ 0 plane. The Young's modulus (MPa)
Shear modulus (MPa) base excitation is applied to this node in the subsequent analysis. The total mass of the system is 80.98 Â 10 À 3 kg and the coordinate system of the FEM is shown in Fig. 1a . In Configuration B, the chosen solar panel has a rectangular shape (0.8 m Â 0.6 m) and the viscoelastic layers are constrained between the two identical sandwich panels and each of these sandwich panels consists of two thin aluminium face sheets (1.0 Â 10 À 4 m thick ) and a honeycomb core as shown in Fig. 2b . This configuration is chosen to obtain the maximum damping effect by placing the viscoelastic layers near the maximum shear stress area along with the manufacturing feasibility of the sandwich assembly. The honeycomb sandwich panels are modeled using layered shell elements (PSHELL) of Nastran and viscoelastic layers are modeled using eight nodes hexagonal elements. The solar panel model consists of four identical hold down blocks, which support the panel to the main spacecraft during the launch. Each hold down has an axial stiffness of 1.0 Â 10 10 N/m and a rotational stiffness of 1.0 Â 10 8 N/rad. The nodes in each hold down area were rigidly connected together and connected to the base point using six CELAS elements, the first three elements correspond to the three axial stiffness and the last three correspond to the rotational stiffness. A single base fixed boundary condition is obtained by rigidly connecting the four base points of the hold down blocks at the bottom of the panel.
The material properties used to model Configuration B are also given in Table 1 . Here, the properties of the 3M viscoelastic damping polymer at 30 1C and 132 Hz, that have been estimated using Ref. [28] , were used in the analysis. It should be noted that 132 Hz is the average frequency of the target modes of the system as described in Section 4.1. It was also considered that the structure supports an additional mass of 2.0 kg, which accounts for solar cells, harness etc. and this non-structural mass is uniformly distributed over the top surface of the panel. The total mass of the system was 3.04 kg.
Piezoelectric system
To study the correlation aspects of a piezoelectric system, a piezoelectric patch bonded onto the upper face of a titanium plate was considered and the geometry of the configuration is shown in Fig. 3 . Both the plate and piezoelectric patch have a rectangular shape with a uniform thickness of 0.002 m and 3.8 Â 10 À 4 m, respectively. A resistor and inductor are connected in series between the top and the bottom electrodes of the piezoelectric patch to dissipate the vibration energy of the system. A similar problem has been analyzed by Min et al. [14] but here the focus is to study the correlation aspects of the multi-physics system rather than the vibration control.
The FEM of the piezoelectric system attached with a resistor (R) and inductor (L) in series is shown in Fig. 4 . The piezoelectric patch is placed in such a way that it can reduce the dynamic response due to the third bending mode of the structure when it is excited by a harmonic force (f T ) at the fixed end in the Z direction as shown in Fig. 4 . The modeling and the analysis were conducted using ANSYS multi-physics software. The titanium plate was modeled using 20-node SOLID186 elements and the element has three displacement degrees of freedom per node [31] . The piezoelectric patch was modeled using SOLID226 elements with the material property of PZT-5 and the resistor and inductor were modeled using CIRCU94 elements. These elements are capable of simulating the linear electric circuits and can be directly coupled with the piezoelectric elements [32] . The properties of titanium and PZT-5 used in the analysis are shown in Table 2 [14] . The poling direction for the piezoelectric material is chosen as the thickness direction of the patch. The bonding details of the piezoelectric patch to the plate are not considered in this analysis. 
Results and discussions
Viscoelastic systems
An undamped free vibration analysis of the two viscoelastic systems shown in Figs. 1 and 2 was carried out and the modal loss factors of the important modes were determined. The loss factor of each mode is determined as the ratio of strain energy of the core to the total strain energy of the corresponding mode [11] . The obtained results for both the systems are given in Table 3 . In the case of the sandwich plate, the effective mass of modes 2, 3 and 5 in translation were negligible (less than 10 À 11 kg), hence the first and the fourth modes only are considered as the target modes for the correlation study, which have 2 percent or more effective mass [33] . However, the first and fifth modes of the solar panel model have more than 2 percent effective mass and hence these modes were taken as the target modes for the system. These target modes have an effective mass of 1.63 kg and 0.55 kg, respectively, in the Z direction. The results obtained from theses nominal FEMs were considered as the experimental or 'true' characteristics in the correlation.
To perform the FEM correlation of the viscoelastic systems, twelve intentionally erroneous FEMs were created from the nominal FEMs of the aluminium sandwich plate and the sandwich solar panel by changing the boundary conditions of the structure. Some erroneous models were created by changing both the boundary conditions and the material properties. In the case of solar panel FEM, the hold down stiffness was also varied to generate different FEMs. These errors are introduced to simulate the inaccuracies and possible modeling errors present in the FEM. However, the cross sectional symmetry is maintained in all the models but not the boundary condition symmetry. The target modes of different models and the nominal model of the sandwich plate were determined using the 28 nodes in the FEM, which represent the 28 accelerometers in the Z direction (Fig. 1a) . The sensor locations are spread across the upper face sheet of the sandwich plate. The modal frequencies and the corresponding loss factors of the target modes of these erroneous models are given in Table 4 . The two target modes of 
Table 2
Material properties of piezoelectric system.
Property
Material
PZT-5 Titanium
Young's modulus (GPa)
the honeycomb sandwich panel models (Configuration B) were also determined using the 28 dofs in the Z direction. One of the nominal and the erroneous target mode-2 of the sandwich panel is shown in Fig. 5 . The modal frequencies of the target modes along with the corresponding loss factors for all the different FEMs are given in Table 5 .
Standard correlation methods and the modal loss factor
The MAC and NCO check were then performed for the target modes using the equations [2] :
where ψ and ϕ are the nominal and erroneous target mode shapes, respectively, M SEREP is the reduced mass matrix using system equivalent reduction expansion process (SEREP) [32] , superscript T represents the transpose and the subscripts l and m vary from one to the number of target modes. The SEREP mass matrix was computed using the normalized modal matrix, ψ, as
where Ψ † is the generalized inverse [34] of the modal matrix Ψ. In this study, only the target modes were used in the SEREP reduction [35] . The viscoelastic system considered in this study has more damping than conventional structures such as spacecraft. Therefore to understand the effect of damping on the MAC, the complex modes of the sandwich plate and the honeycomb sandwich panel were computed using Nastran (SOL 107). For the analysis, the average modal loss factor of the target modes of the respective nominal models was used and the obtained mode shapes were considered as 'true' modes. Similarly, the complex modes of the different FEMs were also calculated using the respective average loss factor of the erroneous FEMs of the two systems. The calculated diagonal value of MAC for the two target modes using the complex modes and the real modes for these systems are given in Tables 6 and 7 . Here, MAC 1 and MAC 2 correspond to the target mode 1 and target mode 2, respectively. From these results, it can be seen that there is no significant change in the MAC values when the target modes are computed using the real or the complex modes. This indicates that the damping did not alter the modes in the considered systems. It should also be noted that the loss factor for all the models considered was less than 15 percent in both the systems and hence real modes are sufficient to calculate the MAC for these types of systems. Therefore only real modes are used for further study. It is understood that the actual damping in the system is very difficult to model and is usually determined by experimental methods. Here, the damping due to the viscoelastic material alone is considered and attention is limited to its variation with the commonly employed correlation tools MAC and NCO. Although these correlation tools are not suitable for the force response characteristics, they are extensively used for structural model validation. In the remaining section, the variation of the MAC and NCO check with the modal loss factor, as the loss factor is the important design factor in the viscoelastic system, is examined. The percentage error in loss factor, Error LS in comparison with the corresponding nominal value has been determined for both the target modes using the equation: where LS Nom is the nominal loss factor of the target mode and LS FEM is the corresponding loss factor obtained from the erroneous FEM. The variation of loss factor errors for both the target modes (Loss factor 1 and Loss factor 2, respectively) of the sandwich plate with the MAC values of the corresponding modes are shown in Fig. 6 and the corresponding plots for Configuration B are shown in Fig. 7 . It should be noted that generally, the model with MAC values above 0.9 are considered as a successful correlation and the model is assumed to be fit for further analysis. From Fig. 6 , it can be seen that a negligible change in the MAC value (0.005) may result in the abrupt change (as high as 40 percent) in the loss factor. It can also be seen that occasionally the model with a lower MAC is able to give a better prediction of the loss factor than the model having higher MAC. This can also be observed in the honeycomb sandwich panel (Fig. 7) . Both the figures indicate that, even if the FEM Table 7 Comparison of MAC of Configuration B using real and complex modes. pass the MAC, the loss factor error can be more than 40 percent, hence it can be concluded that the MAC fails to correlate the modal loss factor of the viscoelastic system. This is primarily due to the definition of MAC, which is a vector correlation between the two modes. If the two mode shapes are identical or its shapes are matched well, then it leads to a MAC correlation value close to one. The results show that, even with similar modes, the energy dissipated in the viscoelastic core can change considerably and hence the error in the prediction of loss factor can be increased. It should also be noted that MAC values will not be altered with the scaling of the modes, but the strain energy and hence the loss factor will differ for that mode. The NCO diagonal values of the two target modes and the corresponding loss factor errors for Configuration A are shown in Fig. 8 and those for Configuration B are shown in Fig. 9 . The off-diagonal terms in the NCO matrix for all the models whose diagonal terms are above 0.9 are all less than 0.1. Hence, as per the conventional correlation criteria, all these models pass the NCO check. In Fig. 8 , many models with NCO values very close to 1 (0.99 or above) also give errors in the loss factor as high as 54 percent. It can also be observed that some models fail the NCO check but are able to give a better prediction of the loss factor than one which passes the NCO check. From Fig. 9 , it can be observed that models which pass the NCO criteria can incorrectly estimate the loss factor, in this case with as high as 71 percent error. Similar to MAC, the NCO check also fails to indicate the loss factor of the viscoelastic systems. It is worth mentioning that the MAC and NCO values calculated using all the tri-axial modes (28 tri-axial accelerometers) having 84 dofs for each target modes also gave the same MAC and NCO values (up to the third decimal place) as the target modes of the systems considered here have a predominant motion only in the Z direction.
Base force assurance criterion and the loss factor
It was shown in Ref. [27] that BFAC can correlate the forced dynamic characteristics of lightly damped (less than 2 percent critical damping) spacecraft under base excitation. To calculate the BFAC, the base force under a harmonic excitation of 1g (where g is the acceleration due to gravity, 9.81 m s À 2 ) in the Z direction at the base node for all the models has been determined using a MATLAB [36] program. Then BFAC is calculated using the equation [27] BFAC jk ¼ ðP where P is the absolute value of the transmitted forces to the base obtained using the nominal FEM and F is the corresponding absolute value obtained from the erroneous FEMs and the subscripts j and k vary from 1 to 6 for a statically determinate structure. Here, it should be noted that both P and F are functions of frequency and each of these parameters contains six columns; the first three are the forces in each of the axes and the last three columns correspond to the moments. Therefore, BFAC is a square matrix of size 6 for a single point constrained system or a system with interfaces are rigidly connected to a single location as in this study and its values vary from 0.0 to 1.0. The first three diagonal values in this matrix correspond to the correlation of forces in three directions and the last three diagonal values correspond to the moment correlations. The BFAC values for both the sandwich plate and the honeycomb sandwich panel were then computed using the forces in the range of 0.0-100.0 Hz for sandwich plate and 0.0-200.0 Hz for the sandwich panel. As there are two target modes in the frequency band of interest, the average loss factor of these two target modes has been used for this computation. The BFAC value for the forces in the Z direction with average loss factor errors are shown in Fig. 10 . It has been observed that, BFAC in the direction of excitation (Z direction) gives good correlation with the average loss factor errors for both the systems. It can also be seen that a definite value of BFAC indicates the possible error in the average loss factor. If the measured base force is available (can be determined during the base excitation of the system using a force measuring device), then it can be compared with the analytical counterpart using Eq. (25) . It is worth mentioning that the BFAC also give a very good correlation with the acceleration response error. For example, the absolute response at five different locations on the sandwich panel (shown in Fig. 2 ) in the 0.0-200.0 Hz range were calculated under 1g excitation in the Z direction and its error with the peak nominal parameters was determined. The variation of BFAC with average acceleration response error computed using five different locations for this system is shown in Fig. 11 and it can be observed that there is a reasonable correlation between these two parameters.
The effect of temperature on the standard correlation methods
As the viscoelastic properties change with temperature and frequency, the properties at different temperatures were used to create different FEMs of the sandwich plate and the honeycomb sandwich panel to assess the effect of temperature on the MAC and the NCO check. It is assumed that the variation of viscoelastic properties over the range of frequencies is negligible and the property at 50 Hz is taken at 10-70 1C to create different models of the sandwich plate and the property at 132 Hz is taken at 10-70 1C for the honeycomb sandwich panel. The approximate frequency at which the viscoelastic properties are chosen for both the systems is based on the average frequency of the two target modes shown in Table 3 . The analysis also neglected the thermal deformation. The viscoelastic properties at 30 1C were considered for the nominal or base line model as in the earlier case. The required shear modulus of the viscoelastic core was estimated from the catalog [28] at the required temperatures and it is shown in Table 8 . The density and the Poisson's ratio of the core were kept the same as the nominal model. The effect of temperature on the material properties of the face sheets is significantly lower than the viscoelastic core in the temperature range used in the analysis and hence neglected. Another set of models was created using the nominal FEM of the aluminium sandwich plate by modifying the properties of 50 percent of the viscoelastic elements with material properties at 10-70 1C. All of these elements are selected in such a way that it splits the plate into two halves along the length (X-axis in Fig. 1 ). The models therefore simulate that only half of the structure is under the temperature effect. Then the MAC and the NCO values for both the target modes were calculated using these models, which correspond to different temperatures, and the variation of the MAC and the NCO values with temperature are shown in Figs. 12 and 13, respectively. It can be seen that practically there is no difference in the NCO values calculated at the different temperatures and there is a maximum of 2 percent change in the MAC value. Although the viscoelastic property was highly different for 10 1C, this change is not observed in the MAC or NCO values for this model. This is due to the minor changes in the mode shapes of the models considered. Since only material properties were changed, the difference in the modes from the nominal mode is minimal in this simple structure. Similar results (a maximum of 2 percent change in the MAC and negligible change in the NCO values) were obtained for a comparable sandwich plate which has a viscoelastic core material only in 50 percent of the length (remaining core filled with aluminium) and the viscoelastic material was affected with temperature variation from 10 to 70 1C.
Using the nominal FEM of Configuration B, six other FEMs were created by considering the variation of viscoelastic properties with temperature from 10 to 70 1C. The temperature-dependent material properties shown in Table 8 were used to create different models. The MAC and NCO values of the two target modes were calculated using these models and the variation of MAC with the temperature is shown in Fig. 14. The MAC of the second target mode varies from 1.0 to 0.64 and the lowest MAC value occurs at 70 1C. As in the sandwich plate models, the NCO values of both the target modes did not vary with temperature and hence are not shown here. The mass weighting matrix in the NCO correlation nullifies the changes in the mode shape, and hence the changes in the NCO are minimal. It can be concluded that there is no necessity to compute the NCO values for different temperatures for these types of systems, if the uncertainty exists only in the material properties.
The modal loss factor sensitivity with the temperature is also performed for Configuration A. To calculate the modal loss factor using Eq. (1), the temperature and frequency-dependent material loss factor is used. The material loss factor remains constant (η v ¼ 1) over the temperature range from 30 to 60 1C whereas it is taken as 0.9 for 20 1C and 70 1C and 0.55 for the 10 1C at 50 Hz [28] . Using these parameters, the modal loss factor of the two target modes for Configuration A is shown in Table 9 . It can be observed that the smallest loss factor occurs at 10 1C whereas the highest loss factor can be obtained at 40 1C. 
Piezoelectric system 4.2.1. Dynamic response
The piezoelectric system shown previously in Fig. 4 has been analyzed under the 0.1g base excitation in the Z direction without any electrical circuits and the bottom electrode of the piezoelectric patch, which interfaces with the plate, in a grounded condition. The critical damping ratio was taken as 7.8 Â 10 À 4 [14] and the absolute acceleration response at the tip of the cantilever during the third bending mode is shown in Fig. 15 . This response has peak amplitude of 27.43g and occurs at 724.6 Hz. Then the piezoelectric electrodes are attached with a resistance (1 Ω) and an inductor (0.65 H). The dynamic response at the tip with these electrical components is also shown in Fig. 15 . The first peak in this figure is the electrical resonance that occurs at 639.7 Hz. These typical values of the electrical parameters are chosen to show a distinct electrical resonance mode. It can be observed that there is a slight decrease in the tip acceleration (7.6 percent) during the third bending mode compared to the system which does not have any electrical circuits. If further reduction in the peak acceleration response is required, the electrical circuit parameters can be tuned. One such option with R¼ 1000 Ω and L ¼0.65 H gives a tip acceleration as low as 4.4g during the third bending mode for the same base excitation and this response plot is also shown in Fig. 15 .
Correlation of finite element model of a piezoelectric system
To understand how the FEM of a piezoelectric system performs under dynamic loading when it possesses a certain value of the MAC, a study has been carried out using the different FEMs generated from the nominal FEM. It is understood that the MAC is not a criterion for the response analysis but it is the most popular correlation method. The FEM generated using the material property shown in Table 2 is considered as the nominal model and the obtained results were taken as the experimental or 'true' results for the correlation study. It is understood that there is a good amount of uncertainty in the properties of piezoelectric material [13, 14] , and hence ten different intentionally erroneous FEMs were generated from the nominal FEM by varying all the material properties of the system from 0.5 to 25.0 percent of the nominal value shown in Table 2 . The percentage increase in the material properties for different erroneous models was chosen as 0.5, 0.75, 1.0, 2.5, 5.0, 7.5, 10.0, 15.0, 20.0, and 25.0. Geometry, boundary condition and the electrical shunt circuit (R¼1 Ω, L ¼0.65 H) were kept constant throughout.
Tip acceleration, tip displacement and the peak current in the electrical circuit were computed in the frequency range of 5.0-750.0 Hz during the base excitation of the system. As in the previous case, the input acceleration was 0.1g in the Z direction. The percentage error in the absolute acceleration, the absolute tip displacement for the third bending mode and the peak current error in the shunt circuit were also computed. For the computation of the MAC, the third bending mode has been considered and the variation of tip acceleration error with the MAC is shown in Fig. 16 . It has been observed that a model with a MAC value very close to 1 (0.998) also gives a high error (say 20 percent) in the acceleration response. In addition to that, models with negligible difference (0.001) in MAC values may also give different levels of acceleration errors. Here, the change in the mode shape is minimal (hence MAC close to 1) because the variations in the FEMs are only in the material properties. However, variations in the material properties change the frequency of vibration and the effective mass of the mode and hence the response. Although Fig. 16a shows some correlation between the MAC and the tip acceleration, it should be noted that practically it will be very difficult to determine the very small changes (in the order of 10 À 3 ) in the MAC values. Thus, effectively there is no correlation between the MAC and the model capability to predict the acceleration response. It should also be noted that generally a model with the MAC 40.9 is considered to be a successful model [25, 26] , but here it fails to represent the acceleration response within the limit (e.g., o2 percent error). The variation of tip displacement error with MAC of the third bending mode also shows a similar trend to the acceleration and hence is not shown here. Fig. 16b shows the variation of peak current error with the MAC. As in the case of acceleration error, neither the dynamic displacement nor the electric current shows any useful correlation with the MAC value. Also for the similar MAC values (maximum difference in the order of 10
), error in current may drastically change. Hence, MAC is not a good correlation tool to assess the FEM capability to predict the dynamic characteristics of the multiphysics system. The MAC values that are very close to 1 are primarily due to the nature of the models considered in this study, which are generated by changing the material properties and the structure is a simple cantilever. Hence, the change in the mode shape is negligible compared to the nominal mode. However, the purpose here is to show that there are FEMs, which can easily pass the MAC, but fail in the prediction of dynamic characteristics of the multi-physics system.
Current assurance criterion
It has been shown in the previous section that the conventional correlation method, the MAC, fails to correlate the dynamic characteristics of the multi-physics system, as it is a pure vector correlation of two deformed shapes. The variation of the nominal value of the current with frequency, when the piezoelectric structure is connected with the electric circuit is excited with a harmonic input (0.1g) at the base is shown in Fig. 17 . The maximum current in the circuit occurs during the electrical resonance and in this chosen configuration it occurs at 639.7 Hz. The other three peaks in the figure correspond to the first three bending modes of the structure, which occur at 39.4 Hz, 255.1 Hz, and 730.8 Hz, respectively. It can be noted that, unlike acceleration or displacement, current in the shunt circuit does not depend on the location and will be unique for each circuit. However, current in the circuit varies with the frequency and the current values in the frequency range contain important information about the dynamics of the system. Using this property, in line with the base force assurance criterion, a current assurance criterion is defined as
where I Exp and I FEM are the experimental and the analytically calculated absolute current values in the electrical circuit. It should be noted that both of these quantities are functions of frequency and all the values of current in the frequency domain of interest need to be included for the CAC computation. This quality indicator varies from 0.0 to 1.0 where 1.0 indicates a perfect correlation between the experimental and the analytical result. If there are a number of piezoelectric patches connected with separate electrical networks or there are a series of shunt circuits, then for such different current values, separate CAC need to be evaluated for the purpose of correlation. During dynamic testing, the value of the current can be measured for the frequency range of interest. As in the earlier case, the current obtained from the nominal FEM is taken as the experimental value and those obtained from the different erroneous FEM generated by varying the material properties were taken as the analytical values. The CAC for the different FEMs were calculated in the frequency band of 5.0-750.0 Hz and the variation of CAC with the absolute tip acceleration error for those models is shown in Fig. 18a . It can be seen that, for a specific value of the CAC, the error in the acceleration response is unique. Hence, the CAC can be used as a quality indicator for the acceleration response of this type of system.
The variation of tip dynamic displacement error with the CAC shown in Fig. 18b and Fig. 18c shows the CAC variation with the error in the peak current in the circuit; both these quantities correlate well with the CAC. For the numerical example analyzed here, a CAC value greater than 0.2 always assures that the error in the acceleration, dynamic displacement and the peak current is within 2 percent, being an acceptable value for the most practical problems. 
Conclusion
Viscoelastic materials and electric circuit-fed piezoelectric systems have been used for vibration reduction and the correlation of FEMs of such systems has been studied in this work. The effectiveness of the MAC and NCO check on the prediction of the modal loss factor for two subsystems has been analyzed using intentionally erroneous FEMs. To assess the effect of damping on the MAC, the MAC was computed using the complex modes and it was observed that there is no significant change compared to the corresponding value determined from the real modes. Hence, only real modes were used for further analysis and observed that these correlation methods do not give any indication on the capability of the model to predict the loss factor. The recently introduced BFAC is found to be more effective than the MAC or NCO check in the prediction of loss factor of such systems. Also, the effect of temperature on the MAC and NCO check were studied and noted that there is a change in the MAC values with temperature. However, the NCO values do not vary within the temperature band considered (10-70 1C) for both systems. This indicates that the FEM does not need to be correlated at different temperatures using the NCO criterion if the uncertainty is mainly attributed to the material properties of the systems considered.
In addition, the FEM of a structure attached with an electric circuit-fed piezoelectric material has been reviewed. This multi-physics system consists of a cantilever plate, a piezoelectric patch on the top of the plate and a RL circuit in series. The FEM correlation of the coupled system is carried out using the nominal FEM and the intentionally erroneous models and observed that MAC does not display any useful correlation to the dynamic characteristics. This is because even if there is no observable change in the mode shapes as in this cantilever structure, the response of the structure still varies. However, as the MAC is based on mode shape correlation it will still indicate a high value. A new correlation tool identified as the CAC is introduced by comparing the electric current in the circuit during the harmonic excitation obtained from the nominal model, and that noted from the erroneous FEM. A good correlation has been obtained between the CAC and the structural dynamic characteristics error and the error in the peak current. For the typical problem considered in this study, a CAC value of 0.2 always assures that the error in the response is within 2 percent, hence the CAC can be used for the assessment of FEMs of these types of multi-physics systems. elastic eigenvalue problem. Then, equating the real and imaginary parts gives
The stiffness matrix obtained using the finite element analysis can be segregated to the terms corresponding to the elastic elements, K e and the viscoelastic elements, K v . The second matrix will be a complex matrix, but for a single viscoelastic material, its imaginary part ðK vI Þ and real part ðK vR Þ follow the relation:
where η v is the loss factor of the viscoelastic material at the rth resonant frequency. Hence,
Assuming that only the complex part of K v contributes to the imaginary part of the system stiffness matrix, then
Let V T be the total strain energy obtained when a purely elastic normal mode analysis is performed. This can be calculated using the normal mode as
A portion of the total strain energy will be contributed by the viscoelastic elements and it is given by
Using Eqs. (A.5) and (A.6), the modal loss factor can be obtained as Appendix B. Sub-matrices in the electro-elastic equilibrium equations
Individual terms in the equilibrium equations of the electro-mechanical system (given in Eqs. (4) and (5)) are shown in Table B .1 [17] . 
